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My generation grew up mourning the death of Bambi's mother. Now comes “The Liog,K!pg,“ with the
death of Mufasa, the father of the lion cub who wifl someday be king. The Disney anitiatbrsknow thab 55
cute littis cartooi characters-atemef suficient fo.manyfacture dreams. There have to be dark cormners,
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Goris credited by Walt DI
himself; whoin:movies like-"Dupbosiwiifi the chaining of MIS. UMb QE d*Show White'a :
Seven Dwarls," with lts wicked stepmothgr, tqaggéd .E?ﬁ;f}.%{ rs:’a'n%!“dégiféﬁﬁL‘-“q’féribﬁﬁéyiﬁlrns& Do
drifted off into the neverland of innocuous “children's movies,” which were harmless'Batiotvepe o« = flaw
exdting. These most recent four animated features are once again true “family films,” in that they
entertain adults as well as children. s} & Jerl

inspiration‘forthese récentfilmsicomes fram the-earliest fe

"The Lion King" is the first Disney animated feature not based on an existing story. In anoiNer.sense.. .
itis based on half the stories in classical mytholagy. It tells the tale oﬁh@;hirtn;,‘.gniiqgggg,g@ad{_;t.;mg;: Y
eveniual manhood of Simba, & lion cub, The cub’s birth is announced in the:apaning seguense ofthe - .
movie, called “The Circle of Life,” which Is an evooative collaboration of music and animation ta.sfiow. < -
all of the animals of the African veld gathering to hall their future king, The cute little cubis held.alé ft%’ s
from a dramatic spur of rock, and all his future minions below hall him, in a staging that Jooks lika the. . /5.0
jungle equivalent of a political rally, h e N AR
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Of course this coming together of zebra and gazells, monkey and wildebeest, fudges on the T
uncomfortable fact that many of these animals survive by eating one another. And all through "The
Lion King" the filmmakers perform a balancing act between the fantasy of thelr story dnd the redlity of <

the Jungle. Early scenes show Simba as a cute; trusting little-tike-who believes everyone loves him.

He is wrong. He has an enemy - his uncle Scar, the king's jealous brother, who wants to be king
himself one day.

Villains are often the most memorab’!e;\' characters in a Disney animated film, and Scar is one of the
great ones, aided by a pack of yipping hyenas who act as his storm troopers. With a voice by Jeremy
Irons, and facial features suggestive of lrons’ gift for sardonic concealment, Scar is a mannered,
manipulative schemer who succeeds in bringing about the death of the king.

Worse, he convinces Simba that the cub Is responsible, and the guilty littte heir slinks off into the
wastelands. (The movie makes a sly reference to a famous earlier role by Irons. When Simba tells
him, "You're so weird,” he replies "You have no idea," in exactly the tone he used in "Reversal of
Fortune.” ltis an unwritten law that animated features have comic refief, gsually in the form of a duet
of trio of goofy characters who hecome buddies with the hero. This time they are a meaerkat named
Timon (voice by Nathan Lane) and a warthog named Pumbaa (Emie Sabelia), who cheer up Simba
during his long exile.
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The movie has a large cast of other coloriul characters, including a hornbill named Zazu (Rowan
Atkinson), who is confidant and advisor to King Mufasa (James Earl Jopes).-And there.arethe thiee.. . . . .
hysnas (with voices by Whoopi Goldberg, Cheech Marin and Jini Culiningsy, whe'are:a tumbling, =: -0 -

squabbling, yammering team of dirly tricks artists,

The early Disney cartoons were, of course, painstakingly animated by hand..There has heen a lot of

talk recently about computerized animation, as if a computer program could’ somehow create a . e 1 m ot
movie. Not so. Human animators are responsible for the remarkably convincing portrayais oAt il

and the other major characters, who somehow cornbine human and animal body Eanguagq.‘ﬁizt
computers did assist with several remarkable sequences, including a stampede in whicheherdsiall nre o
seams io flow past the camera.

Despite the comic relief from the hyenas, the meerkat and the warthog, "The Lion King" Is a itg B
more subdued than "Mermaid," "Beauty"” and "Aladdin." The central theme is &QE@“}?“% _A‘Iiittle cubis .
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dispossessed, and feels responsible for the death of its father.
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And beyond-:,thp_,gepty!;g{i}ip ans-of fhe great Savaniia lies a Wasteland 6t bones and-ashesy Some it - »
of the musical.gomedy.num :,rs‘bggg}{th?;',.gégﬁ'”éiﬂy_j,yh withéihé excaptiomof *Circle. afldfe’.and; .
"Hakuna Matata,” the songs in "Fha Lion K" aré ot a5 msrmoiable asthose in'Mermald” and:1: S
"Beauty.” Basically what we have here is a drama, with comedy occasionally liftthgithe:moodyThe, ;i wins i
result Iswa.surprising sedousness; this jsn't the.mindless romp with cute animals that the ads might
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it's positive,thas,"The Lion King! deals wilh'real issties. By processing fifd's rdalities inistories; children; .op
can prepare;fhemselves,for more. difficult JesSans Tater'on The Sdga of:Simba, Whichvin its deeplyne L pani
buried origins:owes-something ;;ggif}!g%ﬁ_:tr_agejg 4nd eBitdinly o™ Hamlet; s d learningiexperienge; asas: s
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Directed By Ro{g?r Allers And Rob Minkoff. Running Time: 87 Minutes. CIassmeJ G
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